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variety of healthcare professionals, including chiro-
ractors.

“We were quite successtul. We gor a bill passed
and signed into law on our first attempt ... It was
quite an education.”

Next year, she said VOCA plans to return to the
legislature seeking to have chiropractors added to the
DPH web site of physicians’ profiles. Listings

include basic information such as education, papers

written, criminal background and malpractice settle-
ments. “If it’s available for a medical docror, it
should be available for a chiropractic doctor,” she
said.

But Dr. Pagano said the information that would
be included in the profiles can already be gleaned
from the reports filed by malpractice insurers.

Another likely bone of contention is a proposed
“informed consent” law that would require all chiro-
practors to inform patients that there is a risk of
stroke before they provide treatment. “I think

informed consent also is very important,” Ms. Harwe
said. “That way, when they decide to go through
with a treatment,” they'll know- the risks.

However, Dr. Pagano does not think legally man-

datmg informed consent is the answer.

“It’s not a quesuon of whether there should be
some information given,” he said. “Considering the
level of risk involved, if you're going to mandate
written informed consent, why single out the chiro-
practic profesuon ... because the mference is that
this treatment is high-risk and it’s not,” he said.

“That mandate should be applied to all health care
professions whose modalities of treatment have a
higher risk than chiropractic treatment,” Dr. Pagano
said.

In his own practice in Winsted, he said, “I've been
using written informed consent for eight or nine
years and have never had a patient decline to be treat-
ed as a result.”

Ms. Harwe, however, has no intention of letting
up in her efforts to spread the word about the risk of
suffering a stroke as a result of a chiropractic adjust-

tions around food ..

ment to the neck. “It destroys marriages, it takes a
toll on young children. That's why it’s so important
that people know,” Ms. Harwe said. Even if the risk
is relatively low, “my point is it doesn’t matter - it
happens.”

In times when more people are turning to alterna-
tive medicine, patients need to know that, “just
because it's natural doesn't mean it’s safe,” she said.

“To this day I can’t swallow, buc at least it’s a hid-
den disability; no one can tell looking at me,” she
said.

“With the feeding tube, the hard part \ with that is
eating is such a big part of soc:ety, she said.
Compared to her other disabilities, ’ paycholognc&ﬂy,
that's been the hardest one to deal with ... I've
learned to deal with it where I can be at social func—
. especially at holiday times.”

In so far as spreading the word about the risk of
stroke from chiropractic neck adjustments, Ms.
Harwe said, “it needs to be known that I'm not going
to back down. People need to know it. It's an impor-
tant thing.” WL :



